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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY  

 

Responsibility was the Character Education Trait we focused on during February.  The 

following students were recognized during February=s Student Recognition Assembly by their 

teacher for showing responsibility and taking ownership for their actions and/or academics. 

 

Ms. Snider’s Grade 2/3 class will be hosting March=s Student Recognition Assembly on March 30th at 9:00 a.m.  

Please mark this date on your calendar!!! 

 
 

CHARACTER TRAIT FOR MARCH 
 

Our character education trait for March is TRUSTWORTHINESS.  Being trustworthy means others can count on 

you to do what you say you will do.    How to be trustworthy… 

BE HONEST. . .Don't lie, cheat, or steal. 

BE RELIABLE. . . Keep your promises and follow through on your commitments. 

HAVE THE COURAGE. . .to do what is right, even when it seems difficult. 

BE A GOOD FRIEND. . .and don't betray a trust. 

 

Teacher Academic Effort Character Trait 

Mrs. Nowell Carlie Brianna Wyatt 

Miss MacKenzie Max Evelyn Maddy 

Mrs. Nowell Hannah Nathan Stephie 

Ms. Delahunt Jordan Jaeden Olivia 

Mrs. McConnell Dylan Lilly Rheagan 

Ms. Snider Emma Riley Mackey 

Mrs. Meleskie Kieran Sam Michael 

Ms. Whitesell Kira Nick Samia 

Ms. Kond Jordan Shane Alexandria 

Mr. Leighton Emma Aryezon Gunther 

Outstanding Citizen for February – Dahabo, Kate, Hannah 

http://www.dsbn.org/Schools/PineGrove


Puma paws are awarded to students who display the character education trait of the month with 

both their teachers and other students.  Names are then put into a basket and draws are made 

during morning announcements for a character education treat! 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING  
 

Our students in Grades 4 to 6 worked very hard this term to prepare and present their speeches.  Four 

representatives from each class were selected to present their speech in the gym during the first week February.  

The following students represented their class in the speech finale... Harry, Lauren, Cailen, Alexis, Kate, Dahabo, 

Hannah, Hiroki, Kira, Margo, Grace and Karan. 

 

Congratulations to Dahabo who represented Pine Grove School at the Grantham Optimist competition and to Harry  

who represented our school at the Port Dalhousie Legion.  

 

 
 

GRADE 3 AND 6 EQAO 

 
Our students in Mr. Leighton’s, Ms. Snider’s and Mrs. Meleskie’s classes will be writing some EQAO practice tests 

from March 1st to March 3rd. 

 

The DSBN Literacy Team has put this assessment together for all students across our school board.  Your child 

will be writing the Language and Mathematics assessment.  The school practice test will help our students get used 

to writing such types of assessments and will also help our staff reflect on various curriculum expectations for the 

next several months.  

 

Please remember that EQAO is a snapshot of how your child is doing at school.  Our staff is experienced and 

supportive, creating an atmosphere where students feel comfortable and the delivery approach is positive.  Please 

feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you have any further questions.  

  

Together our goal is to make every child feel successful, when reaching their goals, in all that they do! Parents can 

also access past assessments and anchors on the EQAO website at www.eqao.com. 

 
 

DANCE-A-THON SUCCESS! 
 

This year=s dance-a-thon was a hit!!  Students in JK/SK to Grade 6 got to boogie part of the day 

away on February 9th, all for a great cause - to help raise funds for their school.  And raise funds 

they did, almost $2500. which exceeds our hope for $10.00 per student in pledges.  Pine Grove 

School Council thanks you for your continued support! 

 
 

MARCH BREAK 

Please remember our March Break runs from Monday, March 14th to Friday, March 18th. 

School will resume again on Monday, March 21st  at 8:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

http://www.eqao.com/


SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Are you interested in becoming a member of the Pine Grove School Council?  If so, plan on 

attending our next School Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 7th in the Pine Grove 

staff room. 

 
 

YEAR END SCHOOL TRIPS 
 

It’s that time already!  The staff have been busy planning our year end and school trips have tentatively been 

booked as follows:  

 

Grades 4 & 5 – Ms. Whitesell Grade 4 class and Ms. Kond’s Grade 5’s to Medieval Times on 

    Friday, June 24 

JK – Grade 3 – Mrs. Nowell, Mrs. Dyck, Ms. Delahunt, Mrs. McConnell, Ms. Snider and 

   Mrs. Meleskie’s classes to Cave Springs Camp in Jordan on Monday, June 27 

 Grade 6 – Ms. Kond’s Grade 6’s and Mr. Leighton’s classes to Niagara Falls on Monday, June 27 

and Tuesday, June 28 

 
 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 

 

Our Grade 6 graduation has been scheduled for Thursday, June 23rd at 2:00 p.m.  Further 

information will be sent home to our Grade 5 and 6 parents closer to the date. 

 
 

LATE STUDENTS 
 

We seem to be having an increase in the number of students arriving at school late each morning.    Please 

remember that our bell rings at 8:45 a.m.  It is very important for your child to enter the school with his/her 

classmates every morning.  Remember that we are encouraging our students to become responsible citizens in our 

community. 

 

If children do arrive after the 8:45 a.m. bell and come in through the front doors of the school, it is imperative 

that the student let the front office know they have arrived.  Class attendance is taken promptly both morning and 

afternoon.  If Ms. Boyle does not know your child has arrived, a phone call will be made home indicating your child is 

absent.  

 
 

DSBN ROAD RACE 

 
The Education Foundation of Niagara and Niagara Nutrition Partners are excited to host the eighth DSBN Road 

Race which will be held Sunday, April 17th at 10:00 a.m. in front of the Education Centre, 191 Carlton Street, St. 

Catharines.  This annual event includes a 1 km Fun Run and a 5 km road race which attracts well over 1000 

participants from the Niagara Region including DSBN students, employees and families.  All money raised from this 

event supports the Education Foundation of Niagara and Niagara Nutrition Partners and goes directly back to 

DSBN schools.   Stay tuned for more information and application information! 

 



 

MAKE CHANGE FOR CHILDREN 
 

The Education Foundation of Niagara is a charity organization which provides much needed funding for 

projects at DSBN schools.  They recently held a Make Change for Children campaign to provide funding 

for their Poverty and Emergency Relief Fund which  responds to emergency requests by schools on 

behalf of DSBN students in need. This initiative supports the extraordinary, and sometimes emergency, 

personal and school-related needs of individual students brought about by financial hardship. The Foundation has 

reserved funds to allocate to students who fall within this category to pay for winter clothes, proper footwear, bus 

passes, field trips, basic school supplies, team uniforms, cafeteria vouchers etc. 

 

Pine Grove School made a donation of $400. on behalf of our students from the sale of glow rings at the Dance-A-

Thon and pizza lunch profits. Way to go Pumas! 

 
 

PIZZA/HOT LUNCHES LUNCHES 
 

Thank you to our parents who helped count and record our pizza orders for February / March=s pizza 

days, as well as coming in on Fridays and handing out the pizza and milk to the children.  Pizza days in 

March will be the 4th, 11th and 25th.  If you are available to help us with our lunches, please make 

sure to complete the volunteer section on your child=s order form. We thank you for your continued 

support with our pizza lunches. 

Hot lunches, sponsored by our Pine Grove School Council, will be offered on Wednesdays, March 2nd, 9th, 23rd and 

 30th. 

 
LOST AND FOUND 
 

We have four huge bags of lost items; coats, leggings, boots, hat, mittens, lunch bags, shoes, etc. 

Please encourage your child to check our lost and found bin located outside the office or feel 

free to stop in and have a look.  All items will be donated to a local charity during March Break. 

 

BASKETBALL TEAMS 
 

Our girls and boys basketball teams have been busy practicing for the 2011 season with Ms. Kond,  

Mr. Lampman, Ms. Frenette and Mrs. Meleskie.   Our team members are as follows: 

Girls – Ajah, Aryezon, Alexis, Vanessa, Hannah, Kate, Dahabo and Emily.  Practice squad members 

include Celina, Taylor, Haley, Alanna, Margo, Laurene, Halle and Olivia. 

Boys – Warsame, Tyrell, Sam, Jared, Sean, Jake, Nick, Hiroki and Harry.  Practice squad members 

include Cameron, Ryan, Karan and Nick. 

 

Schedules will be sent home with team members once game dates have been finalized. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



IT=S STILL COLD AND FLU SEASON 
 

To prevent the spread of germs, we are encouraging the children to wash their hands frequently during the school 

day.  If your child is not feeling well, and especially if he/she has a fever, please keep him/her home for the 

day.  If your child is well enough to come to school, then he/she is well enough to go outside for the fitness 

breaks.  The fresh air will make your child feel better. 

 
 

MAD SCIENCE CLUB 
 

Mad Science, the world’s leading provider of educational and entertaining science programs for 

children is coming to Pine Grove School. Their mission is to spark the imagination and curiosity 

of children everywhere by providing them with fun, entertaining and exciting activities that 

instil a clear understanding of what science is really all about and how it affects the world 

around them. They use exciting activities and spectacular demonstrations to capture the 

attention and imagination of children as we found out during our assembly. 

 

Both the students and teachers will be thrilled on March 1 at 1:45 PM when Mad Science comes to the school to do 

a Spectacular Science show.  The assembly will be educational, entertaining and also the kick off to the Mad 

Science Club. The Club is a 6-week science enrichment program offered to the students.  

 

Students who join the science club will go on a voyage of discovery designed to support the Ontario Science and 

Technology curriculum. They will explore various topics while participating in our Crazy Chemworks program. The 

Club will take place on Thursdays during second nutrition/fitness break on March 24, 31, April 7, 14, 21, 28 

from 12:45 PM - 1:35 PM.  

 

For those of you who have been in the Mad Science Club before, this is a different club than last year with 

exciting experiments, cool demonstrations and amazing take home activities.  

 

Mad Science also performs Birthday Parties, Camps and Special Events. Give them a call at 905-937-1878 and 

watch out for them in Malls, at Fairs, Festivals and Scouts and Guides. 

 
 

THE PARENTING CORNER 
From L. Hasenack - DSBN Youth Counsellor 

 

With March Break soon upon us we, as parents, need to think of and help guide our children in making good 

 decisions in spending their time off from school. (and not drive us crazy)  Balance in life is key and here are some 

 ideas for you to help your child manage their time so that it is not just a "screen" (T.V., computer, DS, texting, 

 video games)  filled week.  Research also tells us that physical based activities help us with our over all health,  

emotional well being and academic success.  May some of these ideas work for you and your family.  Children love  

the time we spend with them. 

1.  Go for walk.......have a destination........the Market, library, Park, arena to skate, Pet store, Corner store for a 

treat, include the dog.....enjoy the journey........make a list of all the things you see and hear............talk about 

it.......value everyone's input. 

2.  Plan indoor and outdoor scavenger hunts................let the kids plan one for you too................enjoy the challenge 

they give you.....laugh at yourself. 



3.  Make a jar filled with activities your family can do together.....everyone adds to it with reasonable and no cost  

ideas............take turns drawing one out and do it........kids count on us following through.........helps them to feel 

valuable. 

4.  Plan the day or weeks menu together...............let them help cook, (great time to practice "picking your battles" - 

ignore the mess they make and enjoy the process - show them how to clean up later) set the table, serve the 

meal together at the table.   

5.  Bake and enjoy muffins, cupcakes or cookies together.   

6.  Embrace any snow we may have...............shovel together, make a snowman, get out the sled and find a hill 

together.............laugh with each other. 

7.  Colour or do a word search together.  Play a board game.  Have a dance party..............read jokes to each other. 

8.  Have a house cleaning challenge but keep it fun and enjoyable. (who can clean their room the quickest or clean 

the house together with a reward for all at the end of the task)  Compliment each child for something each and 

every day. 

9.  Paint on newspaper........mix colours.............make a fun mess. 

10. Play I Spy. 

11.  Let them have a friend over to play. 

12.  Write a letter together to family you don't get to see much...........walk to the mailbox together. 

 

Whatever you decide to do, enjoy your time with your children this coming March Break. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 


